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USDF Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Task Force Climate Survey
2625 Total Responses

USDF Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Task Force Mission:
To expand USDF’s inclusionary efforts to dispel preconceived notions, highlight the diversity that already exists, 

and grow interest and participation in dressage through initiatives developed to address concerns related to 
inclusion, equity, and diversity at all levels of the organization and sport.
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Q1: What is your current age, in years?
Answered: 2611

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Under 21

21-35

36-60

60+

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Under 21 2.41% 63

21-35 6.47% 169

36-60 41.17% 1075

60+ 49.94% 1304

TOTAL 2611
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Q2: What is your sex?
Answered: 2612

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Male

Female

Non-binary

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Male 3.52% 92

Female 96.21% 2513

Non-binary 0.27% 7

TOTAL 2612
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Q3: What type of membership do you have? (Check all that Apply)
Answered: 2607

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Education

Group

Participating

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Education 1.57% 41

Group 21.02% 548

Participating 88.80% 2315

TOTAL 2904
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Q4: How long have you been a member?
Answered: 2618

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

0-4 years

5-10 years

10+ years

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

0-4 years 21.62% 566

5-10 years 19.14% 501

10+ years 59.24% 1551

TOTAL 2618
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Q5: Who or what most influenced your interest in dressage?
Answered: 2585

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Family

Friend

Colleague

Instructor/Trainer

Club/School

Other (please specify)

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Family 7.50% 194

Friend 13.54% 350

Colleague 0.89% 23

Instructor/Trainer 55.47% 1434

Club/School 2.28% 59

Other (please 
specify)

20.31% 525

TOTAL 2585
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Q6: Which of the following best describe you? (Check all that Apply)
Answered: 2622

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

USDF Certified Instructor

USEF Licensed Official

Trainer

Owner

Rider

Breeder

Junior/Young Rider

Adult Amateur

Professional

Other (please specify)
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Q6: Which of the following best describe you? (Check all that Apply)
Answered: 2622 ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

USDF Certified Instructor 2.14% 56

USEF Licensed Official 6.64% 174

Trainer 23.49% 616

Owner 77.99% 2045

Rider 83.91% 2200

Breeder 12.59% 330

Junior/Young Rider 2.29% 60

Adult Amateur 62.32% 1634

Professional 19.03% 499

Other (please specify) 8.31% 218

TOTAL 7832
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Q7: When participating in dressage competitions, have you had any cause for 
concern or issue, relating to topics such as sex, religion, height/weight, social 
class, etc.?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes 10.52% 274

No 89.48% 2330

TOTAL 2604
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Q8: Of the following, which have caused concerns or issues for you when 
participating in dressage competition? (Check all that Apply)
Answered: 275   Skipped: 2350

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Sex

Gender Identity/Expression

Religion

Race

Nationality

Disability

Political Orientation

Age

Height or Weight

Social Class

None of the Above
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Q8: Of the following, which have caused concerns or issues for you when 
participating in dressage competition? (Check all that Apply)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Sex 6.55% 18

Gender Identity/Expression 5.82% 16

Religion 2.55% 7

Race 14.18% 39

Nationality 1.82% 5

Disability 9.09% 25

Political Orientation 6.55% 18

Age 18.55% 51

Height or Weight 50.55% 139

Social Class 53.09% 146

None of the Above 9.09% 25
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Q10: When attending dressage-related non-competition events, have you had any 
cause for concern or issue, relating to topics such as sex, gender identity, religion, 
height/weight, social class, race, etc.?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes 6.81% 175

No 93.19% 2396

TOTAL 2571
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Q11: Of the following, which have caused concerns or issues for you when 
attending dressage-related non-competition events? (Check all that Apply)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

None of the above

Sex

Gender Identity/Expression

Religion

Race

Nationality

Disability

Political Orientation

Age

Height or Weight

Social Class
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Q11: Of the following, which have caused concerns or issues for you when 
attending dressage-related non-competition events? (Check all that Apply)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

None of the above 7.51% 13

Sex 13.87% 24

Gender Identity/Expression 6.94% 12

Religion 5.20% 9

Race 22.54% 39

Nationality 2.89% 5

Disability 8.09% 14

Political Orientation 10.98% 19

Age 19.08% 33

Height or Weight 50.29% 87

Social Class 48.55% 84
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Q13: In general, over the past 12 months, have you felt discriminated against when 
attending or participating in any dressage or USDF event?
Answered: 2313

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

N/A

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes 3.85% 89

No 89.02% 2059

N/A 7.13% 165

TOTAL 2313
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Q14: Do you find that the USDF website encourages participation in dressage?
Answered: 2215

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes 84.74% 1877

No 15.26% 338

TOTAL 2215
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Q15: Are you aware of/familiar with the USDF mission statement?
Answered: 2282

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

ANSWER 
CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes 67.70% 1545

No 32.30% 737

TOTAL 2282
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Q16: Do you feel that USDF programs support your dressage goals in the following 
areas?
Answered: 2262

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Education

Community

Competition

Yes No
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Q16: Do you feel that USDF programs support your dressage goals in the following 
areas?
Answered: 2262

YES NO TOTAL

Education 84.17%
1867

15.83%
351

2218

Community 67.65%
1441

32.35%
689

2130

Competition 85.93%
1911

14.07%
313

2224
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Q17: Based on your experiences, how would you rank USDF in each of the 
following, on a scale of 1-5?
Answered: 2282   ,: 343

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Welcoming

Elitist

Supportive

Diverse

Respectful

Collaborative

1 - Extremely 2 - Very 3 - Moderately 4 - Not Very 5 - Not at All N/A
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Q17: Based on your experiences, how would you rank USDF in each of the 
following, on a scale of 1-5?
Answered: 2282

1 -
EXTREMELY

2 - VERY 3 -
MODERATELY

4 - NOT 
VERY

5 - NOT AT 
ALL

N/A TOTAL

Welcoming 16.31%
370

34.79%
789

39.64%
899

6.53%
148

1.72%
39

1.01%
23

2268

Elitist 12.52%
282

21.00%
473

38.01%
856

16.92%
381

8.75%
197

2.80%
63

2252

Supportive 12.65%
286

33.26%
752

40.60%
918

10.57%
239

1.72%
39

1.19%
27

2261

Diverse 5.97%
134

14.38%
323

31.92%
717

32.50%
730

8.46%
190

6.77%
152

2246

Respectful 19.76%
447

44.30%
1002

30.28%
685

2.87%
65

0.80%
18

1.99%
45

2262

Collaborative 12.27%
274

30.36%
678

37.75%
843

11.91%
266

2.28%
51

5.42%
121

2233
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Q18: Considering your experiences with USDF in the past 12 months, how would 
you rate each of the following?
Answered: 2275

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Felt as I belonged

Considered leaving the sport

Felt my opinions were valued

Have had opportunities for achievement and recognition

Became a part of a community or group

Was provided programs and resources relevant to my
interests and goals

Strongly Disagree Neutral Strongly Agree
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Q18: Considering your experiences with USDF in the past 12 months, how would 
you rate each of the following?

STRONGLY 
DISAGREE

NEUTRAL STRONGLY AGREE TOTAL

Felt as I belonged 7.29%
165

53.49%
1210

39.21%
887

2262

Considered leaving 
the sport

71.38%
1609

19.08%
430

9.54%
215

2254

Felt my opinions 
were valued

14.25%
319

67.75%
1517

18.00%
403

2239

Have had 
opportunities for 
achievement and 
recognition

9.50%
214

40.76%
918

49.73%
1120

2252

Became a part of a 
community or group

11.52%
259

51.11%
1149

37.37%
840

2248

Was provided 
programs and 
resources relevant to 
my interests and 
goals

12.98%
292

44.76%
1007

42.27%
951

2250



*This represents an automatic capture of most mentioned words from the comments on this question.



*This represents an automatic capture of most mentioned words from the comments on this question.



Comment Summary
Category TOTAL % of Comments % of Total Survey Respondents
Elite/Finance/Privilege 256 18.56% 9.75%
NOT ENOUGH BEING DONE - DEI 121 8.77% 4.61%
Body Image/Weight 119 8.63% 4.53%
Unwelcoming (USDF/EB/Committees/Staff) 92 6.67% 3.50%
Costs to Show/Clinic 77 5.58% 2.93%
Woke vs Feelings 77 5.58% 2.93%
Lack of Diversity 67 4.86% 2.55%
AA programs 62 4.50% 2.36%
Bias (Judge/Trainer-USDF) 60 4.35% 2.29%
Availability of Clinics/Shows 58 4.21% 2.21%
Breed Prejudice 57 4.13% 2.17%
USDF Focus on High Performance/Elite 57 4.13% 2.17%
Clinics/Education for Avg Riders (Grassroots/Low Level) 40 2.90% 1.52%
GMO/Chapter Outreach 39 2.83% 1.49%
Focus on Competition over Training 32 2.32% 1.22%
Race 29 2.10% 1.10%
PARA/Disability 24 1.74% 0.91%
Competitions: Divide AA (Young/Older) - Novice 21 1.52% 0.80%
Age 15 1.09% 0.57%
Politics 13 0.94% 0.50%
Geographical Limitations 12 0.87% 0.46%
Breed Shows/US Breeders 11 0.80% 0.42%
Horsemanship 11 0.80% 0.42%
SafeSport 10 0.73% 0.38%
USEF Rule (Restrict Judges Teaching/Clinics) 7 0.51% 0.27%
WDAA/Working Equitation/Driving 6 0.44% 0.23%
Bullying 6 0.44% 0.23%

1379



     
                 

 
 
 

 
DEI CLIMATE SURVEY REPORT 

USDF Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Taskforce Mission: 
To expand USDF’s inclusionary efforts to dispel preconceived notions, highlight the diversity that already exists, 

and grow interest and participation in dressage through initiatives developed to address concerns related to 
inclusion, equity, and diversity at all levels of the organization and sport. 

 
 
 
 
 
Interesting take aways from the survey include: 
 

• Over 90% of our membership is age 36+ and 96% female. 
• Most respondents (59%) have been a member for 10+ years, but the second biggest group 

(22%) have only been a member 4 years or less. 
• Of respondents, while most are owners/riders, very few fall in the junior/young rider 

category (2.29%) and only 2.14% are USDF Certified Instructors. 
• Only 11% of respondents expressed having experienced a cause for concern or issue 

related to topics such as sex, religion, height/weight, social class, etc. when participating 
in dressage competitions, with height/weight (51%) and social class (53%) being the 
most common causes for concern or issue. 

• At non-competition, dressage-related events, only 7% expressed having experienced a 
cause for concern or issue related to topics such as sex, religion, height/weight, social 
class, etc., also with height/weight (50%) and social class (49%) being the most common 
causes for concern or issue. 

• 85% of respondents felt the USDF website encourages participation in dressage, and 68% 
being aware of/familiar with the USDF mission statement. 

• Out of the categories of education, community, and competition, community (32%) was 
the area that respondents felt was least supported by USDF programs. 

• Question 17 (attached) provides a more detailed look at how respondents ranked USDF 
based on the following descriptions: welcoming, elitist, supportive, diverse, respectful, 
and collaborative, most areas receiving a ‘moderate’ or ‘very’ ranking. 
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